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EXPLANATION OF K CERTIFICATE

This certificate is designed for the active rider and covers many equestrian aspects not included in other certificates. The K Certificate is a lot of fun and provides exposure to a whole world of equestrian activities and challenges!  

There have been a couple of changes, with the release of the 2013 PCA Syllabus of Instruction.  The most notable is that there is no longer a compulsory 40km Distance Ride in the K Certificate, this has been replaced by Pace Riding.  

Another important factor is that, as with all other Efficiency Certificates, there are No Written Exams. Unfortunately, it will make exam days longer, in order to cover all that is required!

Due to these changes the K & C* Workbooks are more important than ever and must be completed and submitted prior to Exams. There are still a number of older workbooks out and about which will indicate the Distance Ride and written exam.  You can ignore these sections.  If you are unsure of whether the workbook you have has all that is required, contact a K Coordinator at Zone or State Level for clarification. coaching@pcawa.com.au 
“K” Co-ordinators and Candidates need to be familiar with what is outlined in the 2013 PCA Syllabus of Instruction regarding the “K” Certificate, and also the PCA K Certificate Manual and K Efficiency Test Worksheet booklets.  All available from Pony Club WA Office.

2013 K Certificate Outline
	Sections
	Options
	Options Required

	Compulsory 
	Active Riding, Riding at a given pace, Horse Care, Pony Club Service, Agility, Horsemastership, Horse Health, General Knowledge. 
	All

	Section A
	Showjumping, Cross Country, Agility, Tent Pegging, Stock work or Camp drafting, Polo or Polocrosse, Dressage, Hunting, PPMG, other approved Ridden Activity i.e. Side Saddle, Novelties, Reining
	2

	Section B
	Knots, Course Design SJ, Course Design XC, Leatherwork, Clipping, Shoeing, Lungeing, Float/truck maintenance, other approved Non-riding horse related activity
	2

	Section C
	Endurance, Track Work, Carriage Driving/Harness, Approved Project, Breaking In, Mare & Foal care, Showing, First Aid, Community Service, any youth orientated activity
	2

	7th Option
	Any option to be chosen from sections A, B or C
	1


Clarification on some Misconceptions about the K Certificate:

1. “K” Certificate does not qualify for State Squads – Incorrect as either C* or K qualify equally 

2. “K” Certificate is hard - Incorrect, it is very achievable for the average Pony Club member, whether they are City or Country Riders.  
3.  Can Only use one horse for the exam – Incorrect, candidates are able to use different horses for different options/activities. 

“K” Co-ordinators Role 
(Club role does not necessarily need to be a coach, can be a supportive parent)
1) Advise, assist and encourage candidates  
2) Assist candidates with choosing their 7 options from Sections A, B & C in Syllabus 
3) Notify State Coaching Panel “K” Coordinator of each “K” candidate in your club/ Zone and their chosen options; which they can change at any time, via PCAWA office;
4) Help to locate someone to mentor and possibly assess the candidate in chosen options, if they are not normal pony club activities i.e. Track work, Carriage Driving;
5) Ensure that at rallies candidates are able to cover the compulsory riding and horsemanship – horse care, horse handling and general knowledge; which is the same for C*
6) Encourage and monitor candidates progress with “K” Efficiency Workbook which is used as part of assessment (No Written Exam)

7) Organise Pony Club coaches/ examiners (visiting or within Zone) or specialist horse people to assess candidates for competency in chosen options prior to submitting for exam.  At completion of assessment, weak areas should be outlined to the candidate so that they can improve prior to Practical Exam Day.

8) Zone “K” Co-ordinator can arrange date of practical test, venue, names of examiners and notifies State Coaching Panel of arrangements, if enough candidates in your Zone / Club, otherwise contact State Coaching Panel who will coordinator with other candidates; 

9) Zone / Club “K” Co-ordinator to organise for Worksheet Books to be Assessed by forwarding to State K Co-ordinator a minimum three weeks prior to practical test.

“K” Candidate’s Role

1) Order K Certificate Manual and K Efficiency Test Worksheets from PCAWA Office 
2) Choose 7 Options and notify club/zone K Coordinator or Chief Coach of choices; who should then notify State K Coordinator. (NOTE: options can be changed at any time)
3) Commit to time outside of normal pony club rallies to complete workbook and Chosen Options
4) Complete worksheet booklet and notify K Coordinator who will submit to State K Coordinator a minimum of three weeks prior to Practical Exam.  There is no longer a Written Exam.

5) Submit application for “K” Exam to Zone K Coordinator, with assistance from club K Coordinator, and a copy to PCAWA State Coaching Panel.

6) Be prepared for Practical Exam, with all necessary equipment etc. available on the day

7) Any supplementary testing must be completed within a minimum of 3 months and a maximum of two years’ form date of original examination.
You can also contact Pony Club WA Office / State K Coordinator via email coaching@pcawa.com 
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